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In which estate nothing can so fulfil
Those heights of pleasure which their souls instil
Into each other, but that love thence draws
New arguments of joy, while the same cause
That makes them happy makes them greater still.        40

So that, however multiplied and vast
Their love increase, they will not think it past
The bounds of growth till their exalted fire,
B'ing equally enlarg'd with their desire,
Transform and fix them to one star at last.                  45

Or when that otherwise they were inclin'd
Unto those public joys which are assign*d
To blessed souls when they depart from hence,
They would, besides what heaven doth dispense,
Have their contents they in each other find.                50

THE IDEA

KADE OF ALNWICK,  IN  HIS  EXPEDITION TO SCOTLAND
WITH THE ARMY,   1639

ALL beauties vulgar eyes on earth do see,
At best but some imperfect copies be
Of those the Heavens did at first decree.

For though thj ideas of each sev'ral kind,

Conceiv'd above by the Eternal Mind,                        5

Are such as none can error in them find

(Since from his thoughts and presence he doth bear

And shut out all deformity so far

That the least beauty near him is a star);

As Nature yet from far th* ideas views,                    10

And doth besides but vile materials choose,
We in her works observe no small abuse:

Some of her figures therefore, foil'd and blurr'd,

Show as if Heaven had no way concurr'd

In shapes so disproportion^ and absurd;                  15